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Enrich Iowa:  Summary 
“Right now I have many people who come in regularly to search for jobs.  
I’m glad I can get our computers repaired quickly with state funds so these 
folks can use them for this purpose.” – Lawler Public Library 
 
The Enrich Iowa program improves library services for Iowans.  In 
accordance with 2010 IOWA ACTS, Chapter 1183, Section 6(4)(b), the 
State Library is pleased to submit this report on the impact of state funding on libraries 
and the Iowans they serve. 
Enrich Iowa includes three programs:  Direct State Aid to public libraries, Open Access, 
and Interlibrary Loan Reimbursement.  In FY10, $2,746,055 in state funding was 
distributed to Iowa libraries through these programs. 
The Direct State Aid program helped 471 Iowa public libraries purchase more books, 
programs, and computers than they could other otherwise afford.  The program is 
designed to improve library service and reduce inequities in library services among 
communities; to enhance, not replace, local funding; and to encourage achievement of 
statewide public library standards.  Since its inception, Direct State Aid funding has led to a 
102% increase in the number of accredited public libraries in Iowa, from 171 in FY99 to 346 
in FY10.  Direct State Aid funding in FY10 was $1 million from 
the general fund.   
The Open Access program makes it possible for Iowans to go 
into almost any public library in the state and borrow books 
and other materials.  People simply return the materials to 
their local public library, which ships the items back to the 
loaning library.  Through Open Access, the state reimburses 
the loaning library a small amount of the expense involved.  
Iowans make heavy use of this program.  In FY10, Iowans checked out 52% more library 
materials through Open Access – 4,075,515 – than in FY00.  That’s more than 11,300 Open 
Access loans per day.  State funds supported Open Access with $1,331,697 in FY10 - 
$510,860 from the general fund and $820,837 from the Rebuild Iowa Infrastructure Fund 
(RIIF).  585 Iowa libraries participated in this program in FY10.  By voluntarily sharing their 
resources through this program, Iowa libraries – both public and private – open up their 
collections to benefit all Iowans. 
If a library does not own a book that someone is looking for, it can be borrowed from 
another library through the Interlibrary Loan Reimbursement program.  State funding 
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helps offset the costs involved.  Interlibrary Loan 
Reimbursement was funded at $414,370 in FY10 - 
$184,090 from the general fund and $230,280 from RIIF.  
Like Open Access, use of this service has substantially 
increased.  Iowans borrowed 175,594 items through 
interlibrary loan in FY00 compared to 261,274 in FY10 – 
a 49% increase.  608 Iowa libraries participated in this 
program in FY10. 
 This report illustrates the critical role of Enrich Iowa 
funding in enhancing lifelong learning for Iowans through libraries; improving library 
resources aimed at assisting job seekers; maintaining library hours that meet library 
customers’ needs; improving library technology services; and providing safe, accessible 
library buildings. 
 





































































Established in 1989, Open Access allows Iowa library customers from a participating 
library to check out library materials at all other participating libraries in the state.
The number of items checked out has increased 52% from FY00 to FY10.  
Open Access funding in FY10 was $1,331,697 ($510,860 from 
the State General Fund and $820,837 from the Rebuild Iowa Infrastructure Fund). 





















































Interlibrary Loan Reimbursement provides Iowa citizens with equal access to library 
materials through resource sharing among libraries. Libraries borrow materials
from participating libraries to fulfill requests of their customers. 
The number of items borrowed has increased 49% from FY00 to FY10. 
Interlibrary Loan Reimbursement funding in FY10 was $414,370 ($184,090 from the
State General Fund and $230,280 from the Rebuild Iowa Infrastructure Fund).
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Direct State Aid 
State aid for public libraries significantly improves library services for Iowans.  There’s no 
question Iowans use their public libraries:  more than two thirds of all Iowans have active 
public library cards, an increase of 19% in the past ten years.  Library checkouts have gone 
up 17% since FY01, from 25.5 million to 29.4 million checkouts.  And library visits jumped 
40% between FY01 and FY10.  Last year, on average, there were 55,000 visits to Iowa 
public libraries every day of the year. 
The funding formula for Direct State Aid is composed of three tiers which include selected 
public library standards developed by the Iowa library community and the State Library.  
Since funding levels increase with greater compliance with standards, the tiers provide 
incentives for improvements in library service. 
Of Iowa’s 543 public libraries, 346 received Tier 3 funding (highest level), 94 received Tier 2 
funding, 36 received Tier 1 funding, and 67 were not eligible in FY10. 
Iowa public libraries report using Direct State Aid funds to support the services library 
users want most:  books and other library materials (41% of funds); up-to-date technology 
(28%); and staffing to help library users meet their needs (15%).  Public libraries help get 
Iowans back to work and support Iowans’ educational efforts.  For many years, Iowans 
have used public library materials and computer resources to assist with homework, 
complete online assignments, and learn more about degree programs.  During the 
economic downturn, libraries have also seen a dramatic increase in the number of 
jobseekers who turn to the public library for one-on-one assistance in writing resumes, 
searching for jobs, and completing online job applications. 
Here are a few of the many stories librarians have shared about the importance of Enrich 
Iowa funds in their communities. 
“NEW BOOKS!    We also spent our money this year to improve the building entrance and repair 
the lights in the library. It makes the library so much more attractive. We spent the rest of our 
Direct State Aid on books to improve our collection.  I recently received a thank you letter from 
a mother of eight children who are home-schooled. She said that she 
really appreciates my willingness to help her and her children to find 
books for their studies.”   Amstrong Public Library 
“Direct State Aid was spent on audio books, Internet access and a 
computer.  We have people looking for jobs and without the computers at 
the library there are a lot of jobs that they would not find out about or be 
able to apply for.”   Atkins Public Library 
  
“We purchased a language-learning program with a gift from 
a former foreign exchange student.  With Direct State Aid 
funds, we were able to purchase a laptop computer that our 
patrons can use to access this software.  Since the program 
requires speaking, the patron can take the laptop to a location 
in  the library where they will not be distracting other patrons 
while practicing the language.  We have a large population of 
Spanish-speaking people.  Many of them are eager to learn 
English, so this will be very helpful to them.”  Belmond Public 
Library 
“Direct State Aid went for salaries, new books, new DVDs, office supplies, Internet access, 
printing access and supplies for patrons.  Our library service in our community benefits and is 
improved with this funding because it allows for new programs , keeps our collection  fresh and 
new,  and helps us provide computer access to our patrons with Internet accessibility and 
printing capabilities.  We had a few new patrons who moved into our community this year.  
One lady stopped by the library one day with her small child.  We were talking about our 
community and things to do and I suggested our story time hour, which we are able to provide 
with the help of this funding.   She felt it would be a great place for her and her small child to 
meet new people in our community.”   Collins Public Library 
‘The funding helped pay for personnel wages.  We are a small community and this funding 
helps us stay open to the community by paying for staff.  It is 
fun to watch the children and adults that come into the library 
grow in the library.  It may be a development in their skills on a 
computer or their growth in reading.  Your funding is very much 
appreciated.  Thank  you.”  Cumberland Public Library 
“Right now I have several people who come in regularly to 
search for jobs. I'm glad I'm able to get my computers repaired 
quickly so they can use them for this purpose.”  Lawler Public 
Library 
“Funding and spending at the local school has been cut, so databases for students from the 
library have been an important partnership in helping students find materials that they need.” 
Le Mars Public Library 
“Our reference librarian told me of a situation where he was trying to help a rather hostile older 
gentleman apply for work.  The man was frustrated, couldn't use a computer well and had 
never written a resume.  He almost left a few times before we got him logged on Optimal 
Resume and then he was very negative about his ability to work the program.  When we got  
him going and he realized how easy it was and how much it helped fill in the information the 
gentleman started crying with relief.  After finishing he thanked the librarian and the people at  
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the desk profusely.  Since that time he has referred numerous 
friends to the library to use the same product.”   Muscatine Public 
Library 
 
“We were able to get a technical book for a patron who was born with a rare disease.  It 
enabled him to understand his condition so he could deal with it better.”  Olin Public Library 
 “There is a child in town who isn't very popular, but he has made friends with some of the other 
boys playing Wii at the library. They will come in and actually ask if he is here.  Some of these 
kids have a Wii at home, but this offers them a central supervised  location to all be together 
and create better friendships.”  [Funding was used to purchase a Wii game.]     Stratford Public 
Library 
“All Direct State Aid money was spent to help supplement 
book purchasing.  Without this money we would not have 
been able to purchase as many new books. With costs rising 
to keep the library open, plus utilities and maintenance, 
these funds are a necessity to keep the collection up to date.  
The books purchased with these funds helped keep new 
material coming in. Many of our patrons are elderly and live 
on a very fixed income. They depend on the library for 
entertainment and information.”  Tabor Public Library 
[Some of the library’s funding was spent on a machine to do this.]  “We copied some family VHS 
home movies to DVD for a patron.  She had not seen these for many years.  The first thing she 
saw was her father carrying her into the room, followed by her mother and sister.  She cried, 
then I cried.  She was so grateful to be able to see her parents again as they have been gone for 
many years.”   Williams Public Library 
“Direct State Aid funds allow us to stay open one evening per week.  This is a great service for 
our many patrons who work during the day.  Direct State Aid helped us repair our LaserJet 
printer as well as replace a hub for our network.  One of two major employers in our community 
recently shut down.  We were able to provide printer services for all the resumes that displaced 
workers created here at the library.  We also provided  help writing and printing 
resumes for prospective employers.  Our patrons were extremely thankful for this 
service.”    Winthrop Public Library 
 
 

































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































Brooklyn  Not eligible     








































































Calamus  Not eligible     
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Charter Oak  Not eligible     



































































































































































































































Colo  $1,458.06  Library Materials &  The Colo Public Library purchased multiple copies of 
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Doon  Not eligible     























Dumont  $1,305.33  Library Materials &  The money was used to purchase books for our 
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Eagle Grove  $2,259.09  Library Materials &  We used Direct State Aid for NEIBORS‐‐downloadable 
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Early  Not eligible     
Eddyville  $1,388.11  Personnel  Our Direct State Aid was spent on salaries so we are 
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Elkader  $1,557.70  Library Materials &  This money allowed us to purchase new books, 
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department in quite a few months.  We also 
purchased additional audio books for young adults.     














































































































Farmersburg  $1,200.55  Personnel  We used these funds to pay for additional staff .    
Farmington  Not eligible     
Farnhamville  $523.20  Capital  As a result of our remodeling, we weeded and 
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Graettinger  Not eligible     
Grafton  No report     











































































































































































































































































































































































































































































Irwin  Not eligible     













































Jewell  $1,505.31  Capital  Building improvements done in the library's 
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books. 
Linn Grove  $454.18  Personnel  We used these funds to help pay salaries.     
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helping many more. 






















Manilla  Not eligible     


























































































































































Massena  $867.97  Personnel  We were able to pay our children's program assistant 
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Melcher‐Dallas  Not eligible     
Melvin  Not eligible     
Menlo  $884.91  Personnel  We used all of Direct State Aid to partially pay for 
wages for an assistant who will work eight hours a 
week. We appreciate every bit of the help.     














Milo  $1,337.91  Library Materials &  Direct State Aid paid for new audio books, DVDs,  
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Mingo  Not eligible     


















































































































Mount Ayr  Not eligible     
Mount Pleasant  $3,175.72  Technology &  Using Direct State Aid, we were able to provide our 
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New Market  Not eligible     





























































































































































































































































































































































































































Pleasant Hill  $3,161.96  Technology &  This money was used to purchase new computers for 
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Rake  Not eligible     


















































































Richland  $1,239.83  Library Materials &  We were able to buy books for the juvenile and adult 
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Sergeant Bluff  Not eligible     



















































































































































































































































































Somers  Not eligible     
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reading program. This in turn gives the children more 
incentives to read during the summer. 














































from other libraries. This is something we've wanted 




































































































































Tabor  $937.25  Library Materials &  All Direct State Aid money was spent to help 
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Varina  Not eligible     
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feel like she was making better choices and saving 
her time. 
 
